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within the actual field of military operations, at
once replied: "I conceive that the debt of South
Carolina, or Massachusetts, or of an individual, has
nothing to do with our deliberations. If they have
involved themselves in debt, it is their misfortune,
and they must extricate themselves as well as
they can." On a later occasion Stone of Mary-
land, another State that lay outside the track of
war, gave the leading war-debt States an admoni-
tion of the kind that adds insult to injury, saying
"however inconvenient it may be to Massachusetts
or South Carolina to make a bold exertion, and
nobly bear the burthens of their present debt, I
believe in the end it would be found to conduce
greatly to their advantage." Burke made a
crushing rejoinder. "Was Maryland like South
Carolina constantly grappling with the enemy dur-
ing the whole war? There is not a road in the
State but has witnessed the ravages of war; plan-
tations were destroyed, and the skeletons of houses,
to this day, point out to the traveler the route
of the British army; her citizens were exposed to
every violence, their capital taken, and their
country almost overrun by the enemy; men,
women, and children murdered by the Indians and
Tories; all the personal property consumed, and